2023 JASNC Community Service Award

“KOKO san” Sachiko McShea

Sachiko Isa, born in Okinawa, survived the battle of . ,
Okinawa and the harsh post-war conditions on the island. !%
She moved to North Carolina with her husband and L\ TRE
became a military wife, raising her five children often single-
handedly while her husband was deployed. With limited
English language ability and a military pay budget, she held
various jobs and sold handmade crafts to make ends meet.
In 1981, she purchased the Oriental Food Store in Spring
Lake, NC, which had fallen on hard times, and sold it in
1993 to retire.

She moved to Wake County with her oldest son. Sachiko
then opened Toyo Shokuhin and Gifts, a Japanese grocery
store that became a big hit with the much larger Japanese
community in the Triangle area. She continued to work 7
days a week, 10-12 hours per day for 28 years at Toyo
Shokuhin until she sold the business and retired in 2021.

Today, she lives in North Raleigh with her son and enjoys ;.{
a leisurely life, staying in touch with her former employees, y"
customers, and friends.
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